KLES Accountability meeting January 21, 2014, minutes by Andrea Guajardo (Thanks!)
20 in Attendance:  Jen Granbery, Dan Hutchings, Darcy Wood, Jennifer Miller, Cassandra Paison, Karol Steeves, Molly Snyder, Andrea Guajardo, Katherine Rickard, Dean Raizman, Amy Meadows, Robin McDonald, Tori Rommel, Jill Horton, Pam Krotz, Robert Flanders, Sharon Koenig, Bridget Clark, Dave Singh, Carolyn Wolfrum.

I. Meeting was called to order at 5:30pm by Sharon Koenig

II. School Board Meeting Minutes from January 2014 from Amanda Stevens. School board member Lesley Dahlkemper called Amanda to be on a committee for Choice Enrollment, so Amanda was absent tonight.
a. Student Dashboard, teachers able to grab databases and view in one place, privacy concerns.

b. 1.30.14, meeting regarding pilot school for next year. Sharon and Amanda to have KLES represented in discussions, and are looking for interested teachers. Dave Singh feels there will be interest from teachers to participate in the discussion as well as be a pilot school for Dashboard.  The cost of implementation was not discussed. (Meeting was later cancelled.)
c. STEM, Science Technology Engineering Math, Deer Creek Middle School wants to add 6th grade and STEM to its curriculum.  Ninety kids in a lottery pool. The motion carried to keep STEM program at Deer Creek Middle School

d. School Readiness grant program.  Assesses the readiness of children in kindergarten. A $50,000 grant was turned down by the Jefferson County School Board. State Senator Evie Hudak spoke in favor of grant. This will be discussed in a study session. 
e. Alan Taggart was the Director of Employee Relations; has retired. His position will not be filled until the new superintendent is selected. Contention exists with the new Board due to union negotiations.

f. Audio recording exists at JeffCo’s website, Board of Education, Meeting Minutes.

III. Vision Committee- Molly Snyder and Sharon Koenig have been charged with selecting five parent committee members to participate on the visioning committee.  Seven minutes were spent brainstorming topics we are interesting in including in vision: 
· second language,

· learn new patriotic song each year to sing after pledge of allegiance, DIVE profile: character development (respect, integrity,)

· depth of knowledge, teacher retention,

· family retention

· smaller class sizes,

· diversity,

· active community,

· inclusive community,

· healthy,

· out of box,
· not force children into mold,
· diverse learning,
· family education,

· community gardening,

· quality curriculum with money to back it and support it (fundraising needs fall on community),
· resource and capacity building to support teachers in quality instruction,
· excited and joyful learners and teachers,
· build community support for teachers,
· develop critical thinkers and problem solvers,
· less fill in the blank handouts,
· curriculum choice is not meeting the need in how to get our children to be critical thinkers,
· differentiation in every class including regular education,

· not leaving the kids in the middle behind (don’t just focus on GT, special education, and catch-up),

· intellectual excellence,

· mental acuity,
· high expectations for all,

· from PYP international mindedness and cultural awareness,

· cross discipline,

· prioritize all the values when cultural focus is on standardized tests and metrics,
· health,
· cultural diversity,
· understanding cultures in other school,
· new building,
· more parents in the classroom,
· garden cared for by the kids,

· more physical movement,
· no lunch penalties of less movement

· “sitting on the fence” needs to stop during lunch

a. Taking nominations, volunteers, and there are fifteen interested people so far.  Some people specifically that chose KLES for the PYP program and are wondering, “What do we do now?” Deadline is 1.30 for nominations and volunteers. 
IV. Dave Singh reviewed Acuity Data: 2013 was reviewed, please see attachment (ask Dave or Bridget for Table). 
a. Increase in all areas except 6th grade Reading, 6th grade Math had -7% and -5% respectively. 
b. Charlie Lorenzen regrouped her class to address the decrease.  Interventions were discussed. KLES has identified 42 or 43 children that need additional math support, paired with an adult in a group of six (6) children or less. They receive 30 minutes additional math instruction per day.  AMP (Art, Music, and PE) teachers are not traveling this year, so this is a one-time solution.  “Do the Math” is a research proven math intervention.
c.   Question was asked if the PTA tutoring group helped last year. The results are inconclusive.  Additionally, KLES is working with Whiz Kids through Karen Medart to have twenty (20) tutors to work with K-2. 
d. Thinking Maps  & Depth of  Knowledge, eight graphic organizers, thought process it take to go through a graphic organizer, takes child to a greater depth of knowledge. This has been a systemic training to all teachers and staff.  Implementation week 1, 1.14.14, beginning with circle map, next is bubble map.  Thinking Maps are a staged rollout. District level trainer Lindser Rinehart back in April. 

e. Community information, this has been a terrible year for vandalism, fourteen (14) windows have been broken out, the district has put the school on foot patrols.  This is happening late at night. Please call police if you see anyone around the school.  

f. Will Donofrio will be taking Ms. Kenney’s position. There will be a two week transition process that began today, 1.21.14.  He coached Rugby in New Zealand.  
g. Two temporary positions Ms. McCloud, and Ms. Medart, If Lisa wants to come back and there will be one open position. 

